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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6016

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legi slature - 2014 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Senate Health Care (originally sponsored by Senators Rivers,
Kei ser, O eveland, Tom Kline, and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 14.

AN ACT Rel ating to the grace period for enroll ees of the Washi ngton
heal th benefit exchange; anmending RCW48.43.---; adding a new section
to chapter 43.71 RCW adding a new section to chapter 48.43 RCW and
provi ding a contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The exchange nust support the grace period by providing
el ectronic information to an issuer of a qualified health plan or a
qualified dental plan that conplies with 45 C F.R Sec. 156.270 (2013)
and 45 C.F. R Sec. 155.430 (2013).

(2) If the health benefit exchange notifies an enrollee that he or
she is delinquent on paynent of premum the notice nust include
i nformati on on how to report a change in inconme or circunstances and an
expl anation that such a report may result in a change in the prem um
anount or programeligibility.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) For an enrollee who is in the second or third nonth of the
grace period, an issuer of a qualified health plan shall:

(a) Upon request by a health care provider or health care facility,
provide information regarding the enrollee's eligibility status in
real -time; and

(b) Notify a health care provider or health care facility that an
enrollee is in the grace period within three business days after
submttal of a claimor status request for services provided.

(2) The information or notification required under subsection (1)
of this section nust, at a mninmum indicate "grace period" or use the
appropriate national coding standard as the reason for pending the
claimif aclaimis pended due to the enrollee's grace period status.

(3) By Decenber 1, 2014, and annual |y each Decenber 1st thereafter
the health benefit exchange shall provide a report to the appropriate
committees of the legislature with the following information for the
cal endar vyear: (a) The nunber of exchange enroll ees who entered the
grace period; (b) the nunber of enroll ees who subsequently paid prem um
after entering the grace period; (c) the average nunber of days
enrollees were in the grace period prior to paying premunm and (d) the
nunber of enrollees who were in the grace period and whose coverage was
term nated due to nonpaynent of premum The report nust include as
much data as is available for the cal endar year.

(4) For purposes of this section, "grace period" nmeans nonpaynent
of premuns by an enrollee receiving advance paynents of the prem um
tax credit, as defined in section 1412 of the patient protection and
af fordabl e care act, P.L. 111-148, as anended by the health care and
education reconciliation act, P. L. 111- 152, and inplenmenting
regul ations issued by the federal departnent of health and human
servi ces.

Sec. 3. RCW48.43.--- and 2014 c . . . s 2 (section 2 of this act)
are each anended to read as fol | ows:

(1) For an enrollee who is in the second or third nonth of the
grace period, an issuer of a qualified health plan shall:

(a) Upon request by a health care provider or health care facility,
provide information regarding the enrollee's eligibility status in
real -tinme; and
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(b) Notify a health care provider or health care facility that an
enrollee is in the grace period within three business days after
submttal of a claimor status request for services provided.

(2) The information or notification required under subsection (1)
of this section nust, at a mnimun((y)) -

(a) Indicate "grace period" or use the appropriate national coding
standard as the reason for pending the claimif a claimis pended due
to the enrollee's grace period status; and

(b) Except for notifications provided electronically, indicate that
enrollee is in the second or third nonth of the grace period.

(3) By Decenber 1, 2014, and annual |y each Decenber 1st thereafter,
the health benefit exchange shall provide a report to the appropriate
committees of the legislature with the following information for the
cal endar vyear: (a) The nunber of exchange enroll ees who entered the
grace period; (b) the nunber of enroll ees who subsequently paid prem um
after entering the grace period; (c) the average nunber of days
enrollees were in the grace period prior to paying premum and (d) the
nunber of enrollees who were in the grace period and whose coverage was
term nated due to nonpaynent of premum  The report nust include as
much data as is available for the cal endar year.

(4) For purposes of this section, "grace period" means nonpaynent
of premuns by an enrollee receiving advance paynents of the prem um
tax credit, as defined in section 1412 of the patient protection and
af fordabl e care act, P.L. 111-148, as anended by the health care and
education reconciliation act, P. L. 111- 152, and inplenenting
regul ations issued by the federal departnent of health and human
servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Section 3 of this act takes effect January
1st followi ng the issuance of a report under section 2(3) of this act
i ndicating that coverage was term nated due to nonpaynent of prem um
for ten thousand or nore enrollees who were in the grace period in that
cal endar year. 1In no case may section 3 of this act take effect before
January 1, 2015. The health benefit exchange nust provide notice of
the effective date of section 3 of this act to affected parties, the
chief clerk of the house of representatives, the secretary of the
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senate, the office of the code reviser, and others
appropriate by the health benefit exchange.

Passed by the Senate March 10, 2014.

Passed by the House March 5, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 27, 2014.
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